CONFERENCE
GLOBAL DWELLING:
Sustainability - Design - Participation

THE LIVEABILITY OF HISTORIC
CITIES: CURRENT STATE AND
PROSPECTS FOR HABITATION

Sandra Treija

Ugi s Bratugkins
Sarmote Barvi ka
Edgars Bondars

Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning
Riga Technical University

GLOBAL DWELLING3SBeptember 206, Manchester 1



THIRD OIKONET
CONFERENC
GLOBAL DWELLING:

Sustainability - Design - Pd!l\(lpd(\oll»

RIGAS TEHNISKA
UNIVERSITATE

. . .
Major causes of urban shrinkage in Europe
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I Population change in Latvia 2001-2011
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I Number of population in the downtown
of Riga and In the City of Riga

i Area 1989 2011
Downtown of Riga |90 000 30 728 - 52145 68
City of Riga 910000 |658640 |-25181 28
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Many internationally recognized historical and cultural cities are at
the forefront of the fastest shrinking cities in Europe. This
highlights a fundamental problem in the current planning and
management of historical cities: the physical preservation of
historical residential buildings has practically been ensured, but
this has not ensured their further use for habitation.
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Conceptual framework of the research

The loss of liveability is mentioned as the most dangerous risk in
the preservation of residential function in historical residential
districts and the most common reason for the formation of
historical residential brownfields (unoccupied, protected historical

estates in physically bad condition, usually with a low ratio of
building rights).
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. Dimensions of liveability

In liveability studies in European cities, liveability is usually made
operational by means of the perception of four dimensions:

Arhe quality of the dwelling/ building;

Arhe quality of the physical environment, including the level of
services and facilities;

Arhe quality of the social environment;

Arhe safety of the neighbourhood.

Liveability problems in residential areas are a complex
phenomenon, which differ according to the locality.
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Methodology of the research

The aim of the research is to get a better understanding

of liveability problems in the historic housing areas of
Riga.

The research questions are following:

What liveability problems exist in historic housing
areas in Riga?

What factors influence these problems?
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I Historical Centre of Riga

UNESCO World Cultural
Heritage Site (1997);

1.43 % of the area of the City
of Riga,

40% of all employees and

20% of all the population of
the City of Riga .

- Rigas vesturiskais centrs

mmmmsm  Rigas vésturiska centra aizsardzibas zonas robeza
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I Selection of case study

Renovation of heritage
buildings;

construction of new
housing;

areas adjacent which
are still abandoned;

a steep increase in
housing prices and

changes in the
population structure.
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I Redevelopment challenges in HCR
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