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Å to discusssustainability along BagdatAvenue,a major street on
the Asiansideof Istanbuland its closeneighborhoodsin order to
preservethe existingphysicaland socialenvironmental qualities
through a self-made approach during the design studio
experience.

Aims and Method
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Introduction

BagdatAvenueand its surroundingsare different from other transformation
areasin Istanbul. 

First it is a verypopular location that attractsmanydevelopersto invest. 

Secondly, the qualityof housingstock looksgoodbut is aging. 

Andlastly, propertyownershipthere is totally legal, unlikeother areasin the city. 

Becauseof thesepositivecharacteristics, urban transformation is very

inviting there. 
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BagdatAvenuein History

20th centuryto theмфрлΩs: Country lifestyle duringthe summertime wasvery

popular amongthe superclasses.

1970Ωs: Country summer resorts were converted to suburbswhere middle class lived 

permanently. Ownership accelerated construction of apartment houses and  increased 

population densityalong Bagdat Avenue and its nearby surrounding.

1980s: The Anatolian side offered a vast amount of unspoiled land About 10 percent 

of the population commutes daily over these bridges. 

1990ΩǎΥ Kadikoyincluding Bagdat Avenue was one of these unspoiled areas.

нлллΩǎ: Bagdat Avenue and its surroundings are included in earthquake risk areas due to its 

old settlement. In addition, this area has high land values such that both residents 

and developers want to make a large amount of money through this urban transformation 
process. 
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BagdatAvenuein History

Urban transformationin Istanbulhas beenviewedin three typesas earthquake-based, 
investment-basedandhistoricallyarea-based, andappliedto specificareas.

Fourtypesof transformationareas. Thefirst two areasconsistof squattersettlements
andsocialhousing, andthe third oneis gatedcommunities. Thefourth, whichrefersto

BagdadAvenue, areplannedareaswheretransformationtakesplaceparcelby parcel.
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Wooden Houses 20th century Single family housing (concreate) 1938-1964 

Apartmant buildings  1979s 



Distinctive Physical Characteristics of Bagdat Avenue

Å orderedandgrid spatialstructureandgradually 
densifiedsince the beginning of the 20th century. 

Å Most of the buildings to be rebuilt have relatively big 

lots including gardens and car parking in the back. 

Å Currently good greenand open space. 
Å Characterized by a mix use of commercial, residential, and 

recreational areas, 

Å Nearby neighborhoods, typical residential areas with calm 
backstreets having small-scale neighborhood businesses.  
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Å 5 story high limit alongBagdatAvenue, surroundingareas

hasdiversity in elevationpreservingits parcelcharacteristic
with gardenssince1960.
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DistinctiveSocialCharacteristicsof BagdatAvenue

highquality of life (sociallife). 

Heart of retail shopping on the Asian side and its 

longest shopping street. 

More urbanized residents
Higher place attachment
Residential area by middle and upper classes.
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old settlement, 4th and 5th generationsof original
residents.


