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OIKODOMOS WP2 REPORT

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Thisreports ummar i zes the work carried out in WP2 fAcC
of this work has been upgrading the existing learning platform consisting of Workspaces and the
Case Repository environments. This upgrade entails creating a new environment called OIKOpedia
for building collaboratively a knowledge base linked to the learning activities of the virtual campus; as
well as giving rise to a communication platform to disseminate the activities to a wider audience. The
report concludes with the integration of the different components of the digital platform in order to
facilitate the access to its contents.
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2. WEB PORTAL

The project web portal (www.oikodomos.org) has been completely redone. Graphic design has been
streamlined whereas the distinctive features of the previous portal have been kept (Figures 1-4).
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The structure of the homepage menu has been redone. It consists of the following sections:

- HOME. Home page

- PROJECT. Description of the project outcomes and components

- PARTNERS. Partners who participate in the OIKODOMOS consortium, including associated
partners who collaborate in the project activities.

- RESOURCES. Supporting materials for participant institutions

- ACTIVITIES. Learning activities implemented within the project.

- DELIVERABLES. Deliverables produced in the two LLLP funded projects

- REFERENCES. Related research projects

- PUBLICATIONS. Conference papers and articles about project results.

- NEWSLETTERS. Newsletters of the two projects: EVC 2007-2009 and EAM 2010-2011

- MEDIA. Media coverage of the project activities

- NEWS. News published during the project lifetime

- ABOUT. Description of the project development.

- ADMIN. Management resources for the project partners

On the right side menu, there is direct access to the other resources of the virtual campus: blogs and
digital platform.

Finally, at the bottom page of the home page there is information about the on-going Learning
Activities and Workshops (Figure 5).
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Figure 5. Information about on-going activities

The new portal has been programmed using the open source PHP framework Codelgniter. It has
been operative since January 2011.
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3. WORKSPACES

The objectives of the improvements carried out in this environment have been the following:

1 Supporting users with an on-line tutorial (available in the home page section as well as in the
individual menus) and a FAQ section (available in the home page).

2 Facilitating the access to non-registered users, by displaying the structure of the learning
activities and of the tasks and work of students performed in the home page.

3 Improving some of the functionalities which were not working properly in the previous version
such as: distinguishing between teams and groups, visual representation of task networks.

To incorporate these enhancements, the home page of the Workspaces has been completely
renewed. It is now structured in the following sections: Active Workspaces, Completed Workspaces,
FAQ, Tutorial, News, About and System Admin (Figure 6).

OIKODOMOS: WORKSPACES No workspace active User not connected
Active Workspaces About
A A

Figure 6. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page menu.

While Active Workspaces display all Workspaces that are active at a given time, Completed
Workspaces are those in which there is no learning activity going on., Both kinds of Workspace are
displayed in the same way. The description of a Workspace includes: start and end date, description
of the theme of study, participating institutions, and a randomly generated selection of the latest

studlent sé6 work (Figure 7).
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Others, SU
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ity,

0
m
o
Q
n
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u

student works in this Workspace

Here you can browse through the learning activities, tasks and student works produced in this active Workspace
¥ Learning Activities

Figure 7. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: description of a Workspace.

3.1 On-line tutorial

An on-line TUTORIAL is available in the Workspaces home page. It provides with a full description of
the Workspace environment which is useful for both students and teachers. The structure of the
tutorial table of contents is the following:
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1. Introduction. Summary and structure of the tutorial content.

2. Platform architecture. It introduces the two environments that form Workspaces. These are the
System Administration environment and Learning Workspace environment.

3. Interface. This section introduces users to the language of the interface: menu structure,
icons.

4. System Administration. This section is structured according to the menu of the administration
area. It provides information about the management of the data repositories. It is addressed to
teachers.

5. Learning Workspace. This section is structured according to the menu of the environment
where learning activities are designed, implemented and evaluated. It is addressed to both,
students and teachers.

The tutorial menu is placed on the right side of the interface (Figure 8). It unfolds dynamically while
navigating through the different sections. The selected topic is displayed in the main window.

OIKODOMOS: WORKSPACES TRps——

Tutorial
e

1. Introduction Tutorial

This tutorial introduces you to the main functionalities of OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Itis divided into these 1

blocks: -

- Platform architecture, consisting of the separate environments:System Administration and Learning 3.1. Administration Area Menu
3.2. Learning Area Menu

Workspaces

- Interface, where the basic features of the use interface are presented

- System Administration, where the functionalities to manage the data repositories (institutions, users,
learning out‘comes. )are descrlbeq v 4.2 Creating a Institution

- Learning Workspace, the environment where learning activities are designed, implemented and 43 Creating a User
evaluated 4.4, Assigning Users to Workspaces

4.5. Creating Learning Outcomes

The tutorial of sections System Administration and Learning Workspace is structured according to the menus 46. Creating Keywords
of each environment. Within Workspaces, each part of the tutorial can be found in the corresponding menu 4.7. Creating Learning Activities
option 4.8. Assigning Learning Activities

3.3. Icons

4.1. Creating a Learning Workspace

5.1. Home
5.1.1. Bulletin Board
5.1.2. Log Tool
5.2. Calendar
5.3. Participants
5.4. Groups
5.4.1. Creating a group
5.4.2. Assign Users to Groups
5.4.3. Assign Tasks to Groups
5.5. Learning Activities
5.5.1. Activate a Learning Activity
5.5.2. Assign Tasks to a Learning Activity
5.5.3. Assign a Resource to a Learning Activity
5.6. Tasks
5.6.1. Precedessor and Succesor Tasks
5.6.2. Assign Keywords to a Task
5.6.3. Assign Learning Outcomes to a Task
5.6.4. Assign Resources to a Task
56.5. Assign Groups to a Task
5.6.6. Submitting a Deliverable
5.6.7. Submitting a Team Deliverable
5.6.8 Adding Comments to Deliverables
5.6.9. Adding Evaluations to Deliverables
5.6.10. Add Deliverables to the Gallery
5.7. Sequence
5.8. Resources
5.9. Gallery

Figure 8. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: Tutorial menu.

Access to the tutorial is also possible once the user has logged in. In this case, when Tutorial is
selected the content of the tutorial which is loaded corresponds to the item selected in the main menu.
For example, if we were in Learning Activities, selecting Tutorial will load the content of this section
(Figure 9).
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OIKODOMOS: WORKSPACES HOUSING REAGENTS

Learning Activitias
A

5.5.1. Activate a Learning Activity Tutorial

1. Please be aware that Learning Activities need first to exist in the SystemAdmin before they can be used in a Learning
‘Workspace. 1 is also in the SystemAdmin where Learning Activities are assigned to Learning Workspaces.

3. I

2 To see the list of Learning Activities assigned to the active Learning Workspace, click Learning Activities on the main menu S Adm‘”‘i‘f{‘ian Area Menu
This shows the Learning Activities which have been previously assigned to the Learning Workspace in SystemAdmin. 3.2. Leaming Area Menu

3.3. lcons
5 ion
4.1. Creating a Leaming Workspace
. 4.2, Creating a Institution

4. To activate t, select [ next to Active (only teachers). To deactivate a Learning Activity select B 4.3, Cresting a User

4.4, Assigning Users to Workspaces
4.5. Creating Leamning Outcomes
4.6. Creating Keywords

. Creating Leaming Activities
Assigning Leamning Activities

3. By default, a Learning Activity is not activated and its existence is only visible to teachers until it is activated.

ing W o=
ome

5.1.1. Bulletin Board

1.2. Log Tool
Learnings Activit . Calendar
vy 15 a1 e - . . Participanis
[:] Groups

actve G-l San® B Fhenem  WlemiaOumre  Wisheem 5.4.1. Creating a group
4.2, Assign Users to Groups

3. Assign Tesks to Groups
5.5. Leaming Activities

Moo

5. As a Learning Activity is enabled, a popup form requests its description, start and end date. The description is used to modify
the already existing description -which was intreduced in SystemAdmin- to adapt it to the requisites of the Learning Workspace, if
this is necessary. Once a Learning Activity is active, it becomes visible also for students.

5.5.2. Assign Tasis to a Learning Activity
5.5.3. Assign a Resource to & Leaming Activity
Tasks

1. Precedessor and Succesor Tasks

. Assign Keywords to s Task

Active Learning Activity “E

5.6.3. Assign Leaming Outcomes to & Task

Figure 9. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Tutorial menu matching the selected topic in the main menu

3.2 FAQsection

The Tutorial is complemented with a FAQ section available in the Workspaces home page (Figure 10).
The questions are grouped in two blocks, for students and for teachers. If a user has further questions,
he or she can contact the platform developers (support@oikodomos.org, ARC Enginyeria i
Arquitectura La Salle). Some of these questions have been identified through usability tests in which
students and teachers of the associate partners who have participated in the project activities, were
involved.

OIKODOMOS: WORKSPACES e

FAQ
-
1.1. How to create a Workspace? FAQ
Teachers from one or several institutions can start a Workspace to develop a theme 1. FAQ teachers
dedicated to housing studies during the time they need (e.g. a week, a month, a c
semester, a year). In the case of several teachers from different institutions, they need to 1.2. How to join an on-going fl'v"OkaDaCﬁ
agree on the theme and then design collaboratively the structure of learning activities and 1.3. How do | create a Learning Activity?
plan the interactions between the tasks 1.4. How do | assign a Learn‘lng Activity to a Workspace?
1.5. How do | create a Learning Outcome?
. o 1.6. How do | create a Task?
= If you want to initiate an OIKODOMOS Workspace, please contact 17. How do | create a sequence of Tasks?
to register. Once you get your registration, you will be able 1.8. How do | assign learning materials to a Task?
to create your own Workspace, define new learning activities and learning 1.9, How do | evaluate a student work?
outcomes 1.10. How do | create a group?
2.1. How can | participate in a Workspace?
2.2. How can | submit a deliverable?
2.3. How do | know if my work has been evaluated or
commented?

Figure 10. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: FAQ questions.
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3.3 About
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About provides a concise description Workspaces environment and a presentation slide, explaining

its main features (Figure 11).

OIKODOMOS Workspaces: A
platform to support learning

design

This learning environment supports project-based lesrning

collaber

, such as the development of a project -architectural
ban-
tion among distant learners
learning activities in different setting

7. It facilitates
o carmry out joint
ses, seminars, design

in a collaborative mann.

studios), both on-site and on-line (blended learning)

In the home page, both registered and non-registered users can
navigate through the structure of learning activities and tasks.

This way,
in which

now add comments to

and teachers.

users can better understand the context
e produced, Also, external users can
the works which will be read by students

If you need more information about the OIKODOMOS project,

please visit the

Please sec here s

or write to

of the learning environment

Oikodomos Workspaces

Figure 11. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: About

3.4 Facilitating access to non -registered users

One of the problems identified in the previous version of Workspaces was the difficulty for non-
registered users to follow the activities in this learning environment. The solution we have
implemented enables any Internet user to see the structure of learning activities and tasks, as well as
the student outputs, both, in the active and in the closed Workspaces. Furthermore, in the new
sections, external users can read the news published in the bulletin board of the active workspaces.
As a result, sufficient information about the nature of the on-going activities to external users who
might be interested in joining them, is offered.

Besides, there is an access to a shared document where the participating institutions describe the
multiple interactions that occur between the learning activities and the tasks carried out at the different
schools (Figure 12). This document is also accessible to the public so that all can have an insight of

the activities going on in a Workspace
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Figure 12. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: Document describing interactions between partners.

Under the block which summarizes the Workspace, external users can display the structure of the
learning activities and tasks (= Leaning Activities). The navigation through the structure of learning
activities is similar to the one a registered user can perform within the learning workspace, moving
from the learning activity to its tasks and, finally, to the works produced by students. In this way, non-
registered users can understand the context (learning activity, task description) in which a student
work has been done (Figure 13).

hrough the learning activities, tasks and student works produced in this active Workspacs

LA33 DWELLING: Refiections on the meaning of dweling in contemporary societies created by Martin Cojo, Angel ETS Arquitectura La Salle
W Activity Description [Dir=ct Link]

Reflections on the meaning of dwelling in contemporary societies

eflecting and communicating created by Martn Cojo, Angsl in 2011-10-05 to 2011-11-25 Deliverables: 30

¥ Task Description [Diract Link

©

Figure 13. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: Display of the structure of the learning activities, tasks and
student 6 wor k.

10
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The option Direct Link placed next to Activity Description and Task Description provides an URL

to have direct access to this particular item of the learning structure (Figure 14).

LA33 DWELLING:; Reflections on the meaning of dwelling in contemporary societies created by Martin Cojo. Angel ETS Arquitectura La Salle

¥ Activity Description [Direct Link] hitp://arcdev.housing.salle.url.edu/workspaces/index.php/users/index/15/39

Figure 14. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: Direct link to a Learning Activity and Task

Once a student work has been reached by navigating through the structure of learning activities and
tasks, clicking on the icon of a student work displays it in a new window. In this window, an external
user can see the content of the work, the description provided by the student as well as the comments
made by students and teachers. In addition, external users can participate adding new comments to
the selected work (Figure 15). This form of direct access can facilitate the participation of non-

academic stakeholders (citizens, professionals) in the learning activities of a Workspace.

s on the meaning of dwelling in conte sry socisties areated by Martin Cojo, Angel ETS Arquitecturs La Salle
ating created by Martin Cojo, Angel in 2011-10-05 to 2011-11-10

12 ¢ > @ @ @

ARCH 567- INFORMAL STUDIES ON HOUSING

TASK 1: REFLECTING AND COMMUNICATING

QUESTIONS SELECTED:
-WHAT IS CONSIDERED TO BE A HOUSE TODAY?

-IN WHICH WAY THE ECONOMIC SYSTEM DETERMINES
HOUSING TODAY?

uld be more explicit. It is not un:

ning these questions and dis

if you suddenly talk sbout re-adsptive use of hou
on the comtemporary house within two selected i

The srgument between two sele
idess. Most important sim here

hould be more explicit. It is not
ioning these questions and discu

od if you suddenly talk sbout re-adsptive
the comtemporary house within two seles

Figure 15. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: Display of a student work.

of housing stock. You should pick up less examples to support your
ssues. Can you plesse revise this task; short and precise.

To complement the information that the external users obtain by navigating through the structure of
the learning activities, there is a News section which pulls the most recent posts of teachers
participating in the active Workspaces visualizing them in the home page (Figure 16). This information

can encourage the participation of teachers who might decide to join the on-going learning activities.
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Bulletin Board

The news published in each of the sctive
workspaces are shown here.

Remarks to the The arg bety
two selected questions should be more explicit.
Please revise what you have done in this task;
make the i short and precise.

You should choose a limited number of
examples to support your ideas. Instead,

q ioning these q i and starta

di ion on the y house is more
important.

Everybody made powerpoints, you can have
other formats as well such as a photoshop page
in A4/ A3.

S , Leandro Madrazo

i

The submission of Task 1 from La Salle seminar
has been extended until Wednesday, November
Sth.

S, Leandro Madrazo

Welcome to La Salle Housing Research Seminar.
Your first task is to reflect on the conditions of
today’s dwelling, based on the readings of the texts
you will find in RESOURCES.

Figure 16. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Home page: News pulled from the active Workspaces.
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3.5 Improved functionalities

While using the latest version of Workspaces in the learning activities of the project, several problems
were detected: confusions between groups and teams, and poor visualization of the task network.

3.6 Groups and Teams

In the previous version of Workspaces, a Group was understood as a group of students working under
the guidance of a tutor. However, it turned out that within a group some students were carrying out
their tasks in teams, which were not recognized in the structure of the learning environment. For this
reason, some teachers used the entity Group to define a "team giving rise to a series of
misunderstandings. To solve this problem, a new entity called Team has been implemented. A Team
is a sub-group of a group of students carrying out a task. With this new functionality, when a student
submits a work it can be done as an individual work or on behalf of a team. In this second case, the
student who submits the work should select the members of the team out of the members of the group
(Figure 17).

Figure 17. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. Form to submit the student work that has been done individually or as a team.
Once a work has been submitted, it is possible to identify in the screen of Deliverables whether the
work has been done individually or in a team. If the work has been done by a team, there is a number

(e.g. A+30 to indicate the additional team member s)
the work (Figure 18).

Figure 18. OIKODOMOS Workspaces. View of a team work in the Deliverables screen.
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